as a living specimen of the eclectic but sensitive approach being promoted in the anthology.
Eight sections entail: "the way we are, disease and mental illness, doctors and psychiatrists, nurses and patients, healing, last things, research, and ethics and purpose": not all medical categories in their own right and each with sub-sections. There is an advantage to the non-chronological arrangement-George Eliot followed by Robert Burton succeeded by a twentiethcentury doctor-which provides a good read (preferably while the reader is ill); and it is a good read more The objective of the 1992 Leiden congress from which this collection of papers derives was, as the editors explain, to promote an integrated approach to problems of health and disease in the ancient world which would try to illuminate the socio-cultural setting of the experience of pain and illness and the varied reactions, both personal and systemic, they provoked, as well as to assess the significance of this experience as expressed in literature, religion and philosophy. The intention was, therefore, to bring together, and encourage deepening dialogue between, scholars from all the various disciplines-philology, history, medicine, philosophy and archaeology-which are implicated in the booming study of ancient medicine and whose greater co-operation is essential to carrying it forward.
These two volumes, containing 36 papers of unparalleled diversity, in terms of the range of their subject matter and their approaches, reflect the extent to which this laudable and ambitious aim was malized. Their arrangement is thematic. The A rather different dimension of ancient medicine is explored in the third section, which treats "religious and magic attitudes towards disease and healing" in both pagan and Christian contexts. All the contributors manage to keep the wider picture in view, however, and reflect, to a greater or lesser degree, the more complex, nuanced and integrated character of that picture, of relations between religion, magic and "rationality" within it, which has been emerging in more recent scholarship. Most noteworthy, perhaps, are Angelos Chaniotis' discussion of pagan propitiatory inscriptions of imperial Lydia and Phrygia which commemorate expiations made for sins (usually religious offences) which had resulted in divine punishment in the form of illness, and Richard Gordon's sophisticated scrutiny of the healing event in Graeco-Roman folk-medicine.
The fourth section, on "medicine as a science and its relation to philosophy", is the second most substantial in these volumes, ranging from Plato to Alexander of Aphrodisias and Galen, and passing through Aristotle and his school, Herophilus and Erasistratus on the way. It also covers both of the main points at which ancient philosophy and medicine intersected-around the conception of the medical art and its relation to other types of art and learning, where Katerina Ierodiakonou's discussion of the views of Alexander of Aphrodisias on the subject is a welcome addition to existing scholarship, and around the zones of, methodological and substantive, doctrinal interaction and overlap, where James Longrigg's examination of medicine and the Lyceum is particularly useful (though he overestimates the accuracy of Anonymus Parisinus' testimony concerning Diocles' notion of the pneuma).
"Linguistic and literary aspects of medical texts" are the subject matter for the fifth section, within which Heinrich von Staden discusses Galen's theory of metaphor, a theory born out of an awareness of the treacherous but indispensable nature of science's textuality, with his customary incisiveness and perspicacity. The collection concludes with a paper on technical medicine in Attic comedy which constitutes the sixth and final section.
A certain unevenness of quality, and perhaps more acutely of originality over repetition, is inevitable in a collection of such scope but this does not diminish its solid achievement in clearly revealing the real richness of ancient medicine as a field of study which has something to offer everyone who has either an interest in the ancient world or the history of medicine. That is a large group.
